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SALARY BY CATEGORY:

Advertising Sales Director/Publisher

A
dvertising  sales directors and publishers in the consumer and 
association sectors were a bit more pleased with their base sal-
ary performances this year than their b-to-b counterparts, who 

were the only ones to see mean base salary decrease slightly from 
2011’s survey to 2012. Consumer ad sales directors jumped from 
$74,538 in base salary in 2011 to $78,132 in 2012. Association ad sales 
directors, however, saw a major leap in base salary, jumping about 
$13,000.

However, total compensation is a different story, except, once 
again, for the association sales directors. In both the b-to-b and con-
sumer sectors, total compensation slipped, from $126,000 for b-to-b 
in 2011 to $125,000 in 2012 and from $123,000 for consumer in 2011 to 
$102,000 in 2012. Association sales directors once again saw a healthy 
increase—from $104,000 in 2011 to $119,000 in 2012. 

The gender gap, at least in terms of total comp, closed a bit from 
2011’s survey to this year’s. Males earned $34,000 more in total comp 
than females last year, which shrunk to $12,000 more this year. Work-
ing in the New York City area still commands the highest levels of 
total compensation—$158,000 versus $110,000. n

Average Compensation by:
	 Total	 Base 
	 Compensation	S alary
Gender 
Male	 $123,000	 $82,000
Female 	 $111,000	 $81,000

Age
Under 40 	 $101,000	 $67,000
40 or older	 $123,000	 $86,000

Education
Graduated college	 $124,000	 $86,000
Postgrad degree	 $126,000	 $84,000

In New York City Area
Yes	 $158,000	 $103,000
No	 $110,000	 $78,000

Geographic Distribution
Northeast	 $137,000	 $91,000
Midwest	 $115,000	 $78,000
South	 $110,000	 $81,000
West	 $105,000	 $74,000

Years in Publishing Industry
10 years or fewer	 $82,000	 $58,000
10-19 years	 $139,000	 $87,000
20 years or more	 $122,000	 $89,000

Years in Publishing-Related Sales
10 years or fewer	 $87,000	 $60,000
10-19 years	 $129,000	 $81,000
20 years or more	 $127,000	 $94,000

Years at Present Company
5 years or fewer	 $94,000	 $72,000
5-9 years	 $122,000	 $83,000
10 years or more	 $123,000	 $79,000

Years in Current Position
3 years or fewer	 $99,000	 $71,000
3-9 years	 $126,000	 $89,000
10 years or more	 $113,000	 $69,000

Number of Publications Worked On
1 magazine	 $108,000	 $81,000
2 magazines or more	 $123,000	 $83,000

Number of Employees Supervised
None	 $92,000	 $78,000
1-4 employees	 $103,000	 $65,000
5 employees or more	 $143,000	 $99,000

Company Revenue
Less than $10 million	 $93,000	 $70,000
$10 million or more	 $139,000	 $89,000

Revenue of Respondent’s Publications
Less than $3 million	 $93,000	 $71,000
$3 million or more	 $148,000	 $91,000

Paid/Controlled Publications
Paid only	 $129,000	 $98,000
Controlled only	 $125,000	 $80,000
Mix of both	 $108,000	 $75,000

Mean Base Salary: 2011 vs. 2012
Base salaries were relatively flat in the b-to-b sector advertising sales directors, but 
jumped this year for consumer directors and especially for association sales directors. 

$0 $18,000 $36,000 $54,000 $72,000 $90,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

$0 $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000 $125,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

Advertising Sales Director/Publisher

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

$0 $22,500 $45,000 $67,500 $90,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

Advertising Sales or Regional Manager

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000

B2B

CONSUMER

$0 $22,500 $45,000 $67,500 $90,000

B2B

Advertising Salesperson, Account Executive or Category Manager

2012: $80,125

2012: $78,132

2012: $85,799

2011: $81,522

2011: $74,538

2011: $72,904

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

B-TO-B

Average Commission Compared to Total Compensation
B-to-b sales directors managed to squeak out the highest commission percentage compared to total 
comp of their consumer and association counterparts. 

$0 $18,000 $36,000 $54,000 $72,000 $90,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

$0 $25,000 $50,000 $75,000 $100,000 $125,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

Advertising Sales Director/Publisher

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

$0 $22,500 $45,000 $67,500 $90,000

B2B

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

Advertising Sales or Regional Manager

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000

B2B

CONSUMER

$0 $22,500 $45,000 $67,500 $90,000

B2B

Advertising Salesperson, Account Executive or Category Manager

Average Commission:

$37,375

Average Commission:

$20,298

Average Commission:

$29,155

Total Compensation:
$125,000

Total Compensation:
$102,000

Total Compensation:
$119,000

Source: Folio: and Readex Research

CONSUMER

ASSOCIATION

B-TO-B

26_SALES_JulAug12.indd   27 7/13/12   12:42 PM


